Expanding Music at Wesley
Those of you who have been to these concerts will know that we don’t normally open with a formal address but on this occasion there is much to celebrate.
This year marks the 50th Anniversary of an expanded music programme at Wesley College.

In 1966, the then newly-appointed Headmaster Mr Clive Hamer sought a donation from the Wesley Parents & Friends’ Association for the necessary funds to expand Wesley’s music program with the creation of a brass band.  Up until then, the only other formal music tuition provided was for piano.  No doubt, other “unofficial” bands were being formed by students on an ad-hoc basis – at the time, probably playing “rock and roll”.  The Wesley P&F allocated the sum of $746 for the purchase of “Brass Band Instruments and 12 Music Stands”.
At the beginning of the 1967 school year, volunteers from Years 8 and 9 were sought to become the inaugural intake of students for the band – getting together in the final period on a Monday afternoon (“Activities” – which also included Army and Air Force Cadets, bridge, chess and rowing). We are honoured to have two of those students performing with the Radio Orchestra tonight – Neville Bird and Harry Moody. 
The initial intake was seven students – six from Year 8, and one from Year 9.  With a couple of exceptions, none of the boys could read music or play an instrument.  
Instruments were allocated to the students by Mr Ian Westrip from a small wooden building at the southern end of what is now the Jenkins Quadrangle.  Ian probably matched students to instruments based on their height – the shorter boys were allocated smaller instruments such as cornets, tenor horn, and baritone, and the taller students entrusted with the larger instruments such as trombone (requiring long arms), euphonium and Eb bass.

Initial tuition was a 30 minute lesson, once a week on a rotating basis (start time progressing by 30 minutes each week).  This used to cause some angst among the teaching staff, as students would either have to leave a class to attend a music lesson, or enter a class in progress having returned from a lesson.
The tuition was originally conducted in an old house on the southern side of Swan Street – where the tennis courts are now.  Later, another old house – this time on the north-eastern corner of Swan and Coode Streets become the venue for lessons.  
Lessons were conducted by Mr Sam Sharpe, and the first “Music Director” was Mr Bill Rae who impressed students and Headmaster alike by his ability to modify parts “on the fly” when a student complained that the part was “too difficult” to play.
In 1970, the E.S. Craft Memorial Music Scholarship scheme was introduced to enable the rapid growth of a College Orchestra.  E S Craft was employed at Wesley as foundation music teacher in 1923 , a part – time position he combined with teaching book keeping.   He was remembered for his teaching of piano to students who progressed to AMEB exams, for his encouragement of singing through community singing with the students, and his writing of the music for the school song in 1926 and the school hymn in 1936.  He retired in 1947 after 24 years and was succeeded by Mr Quaife who continued the teaching of piano.

This scholarship is still being awarded 50 years later.
By 1972, there were tutors for brass, flutes, saxophone, violin/viola, clarinet, oboe, percussion, double bass, ‘cello.  The Preparatory School became a racket with strings attached as many little tackers were introduced to music by learning to play the violin.  Of course, a number of “unofficial” bands also flourished as students formed “rock” bands and other ensembles.
Over the years, Wesley Music expanded from the original brass band to include concert bands, marching bands, jazz and symphonic wind orchestras, various string ensembles and, in more recent years, pipes and drums and of course the Radio Orchestra.
It is estimated that well over 1,000 students have participated in the programme over the years, and some 400 students from K-12 are currently involved.  
Messrs Hamer and Craft have left an enduring legacy at Wesley.

Tonight, in celebration of 50 years of music at Wesley we are delighted to welcome some of our old boys back to perform Hits from our Radio Orchestra concerts. Many of these students are now studying music at University or WAAPA and have taken time out of their busy schedules and study commitments to work with us over the last few weeks.  
To open our show tonight the middle school dance and drama club have collaborated with the Radio Orchestra this term to create their own groovy performance of Soul Bossa Nova.  I now welcome to the stage Mr Mark Underwood and the middle school dance troupe under the direction of Mel Priemus. 
Edwin Stanley Craft – awarded British Empire Medal 1965 for services to music

